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Greetings Teak Place Estate Family & Friends,

Wishing all our readers a happy and healthy 2021. We want to thank you all for taking the time to

read our Newsletters and for those who are new here, our previous two newsletters are still

available on our website www.teakplace.co.za. 

It's definitely not the start of 2021 we were all hoping for with the tightening of lockdown

restrictions in response to the second wave of the pandemic and the recommencement of load

shedding. However, after all the challenges that came our way in 2020, we are well equipped

and prepared for facing whatever 2021 may throw our way and are very optimistic about what is

in store for Teak Place Estate. With 3 houses on the go and 5 more in the pipeline, we are so

looking forward to what 2021 holds as our community expands and we get to share this exciting

journey with you all. 

We have already experienced first hand the crippling effect that the pandemic has had on the

construction industry in South Africa. There have been numerous shortages of building materials

with the scarcity of steel and bricks being the main concern for our houses. We were very

fortunate to procure and stockpile some of these items last year which has allowed our teams to

continue their momentum with the three projects currently underway. A thank you must go out to

our suppliers who have been working around the clock sourcing and finding critical materials. We

cannot wait to see the final products in the next few months. 
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Going Off-the-Grid Requires a Significant Mindset Change but Comes with Great

Rewards

Another exciting step in the build process that our Clients have recently experienced is the all

important process of designing their tailormade individual solar systems that will provide

uninterrupted power to their off-grid homes.  There were two fundamental concepts that stood

out during these meetings:

1.

When you are thinking about living off the grid, or even contemplating starting a more self-

sufficient lifestyle, one needs to understand that this comes with a substantial mindset

change and a much closer look at your lifestyle and habits. In South Africa solar energy is a

readily available resource we have in abundance thanks to our warm, dry climate. Going

completely off the grid may seem daunting at first, but it is a lot more achievable than many

of us may think. The process does require a substantial capital outlay, but this should be

looked at as investing money in the short term in order to save money (and the planet) in the

long term. The time it takes to recoup your investment will vary depending on the system size,

but is very achievable and cost effective. Given that Eskom tariffs have risen six times faster

than overall inflation since 2007, with no sign of relief, it is definitely a very savvy financial

decision. Living off the grid involves simple and logical lifestyle changes that need to be

made such as obtaining appliances with A+++ ratings, being power wise and not leaving lights

and appliance on when not in use or needed. You need to embrace the idea that when there

is sunshine, run your high powered appliances and in turn, be conscience of what is on when

there is no sun shining and you are relying on your battery backup. This is all very achievable,

and one just needs to understand the system and make a few lifestyle changes here and

there to ultimately never be in the dark again. You can also be proud of making your

contribution in decreasing your carbon foot print to benefit and preserve our beautiful

planet.   
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 2. Loadshedding- here to stay!!

Ted Blom, an energy analysist, has recently been quoted as saying "If this is the outlook for

2021, it will be the worst performance by Eskom ever". The harsh reality is, that loadshedding

is not a thing of the past and quite frankly, very much our future. Our national grid has been

in various states of disrepair for decades due to neglect and mismanagement. It is

anticipated that loadshedding will not only be a common phenomenon for 2021 but intensify

with possibilities of stage 6 and even 8 being implemented according to Ted Blom. Being in

control of your own power supply, will provide all the comfort in the world for our residents,

especially in these uncertain times.

Another initiative Teak Place Estate is embarking on, is that of a Waste Management Program set

out in our Management Plan. This uses the Waste Hierarchy Principles of Prevention (most

desired), Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Disposal(last resort and least preferable) to manage waste

creation on site. Our hope is to become an Estate with zero waste to landfill and this is another

way in which we strive to play our part in preserving our planet for future generations to enjoy as

we have. Extensive initiatives will be put into place requiring all our residents and visitors to

separate their waste at source and reduce, reuse and recycle as much as possible. All non-

recyclable waste is burnt in a charcoal making incinerator. The charcoal biproduct is then used

as a fertilizer and is even being used on our veggie gardens. Those who have witnessed our

gardens and the amazing produce its producing, its safe to say its a winning formula. 
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 Here at Teak Place Estate, we hold the Dung Beetle in high regard. Dung beetles play a crucial

role in natural and agricultural ecosystems. Dung beetles aerate and mix the soil by burrowing,

and increase the organic matter content of the soil by burying dung. These changes improve the

water holding capacity and nutrient availability of the soil, with associated benefits to plants. By

burying dung, they also provide an important food source for decomposers, and reduce resources

for the larvae of economic insect pests such as bushflies.

So as you can see, we rely heavy on these guys for planting crops to feed the cattle and in turn,

they also help us keep the roads clean, free from cow pats. Please be sure to keep an eye out for

them when driving on the Estate - at Teak, Dung Beetles have right of way!

Teak Place Estate Keep in Touch

Nicola: 083 643 0240
            nicola@teakplace.co.za
Justin:  083 615 7587
            justin@viva.co.za

On the Web

www.teakplace.co.zaR540, Kromdraai Road
Cradle of Humankind

We are open for viewings so please enquire today and book an appointment. For any other

information, please reach out. We love hearing from you.

BEST REGARDS
THE TEAK PLACE TEAM


